
 
 

Maine CTE Pathway Diploma Requirements 

 
 

 

NOTE: CED (Career and Education Development) may be used in any of the above in place of one Academic requirement. 

 

• E.  Certify that the student has engaged in educational experiences relating to English language arts, mathematics and  

science and technology in each year of the student's secondary schooling. 

 

Year CTE Requirement 

*Science experience required, see E* 
Regular HS Requirement 

2020-2021 3 Academics plus CTE 

and GP 

 

ELA, math, SS 4 Academics  

and GP 

ELA, math, S/T, SS 

2021-2022 4 Academics plus CTE  

and GP 

ELA, math, SS and at least 

one additional content area 

of the student’s choice 

5 Academics  

and GP 

ELA, math, S/T, SS and at least one 

additional content area of the student’s 

choice 

2022-2023 5 Academics plus CTE  

and GP 

ELA, math, SS and at least 

two additional content areas 

of the student’s choice 

6 Academics  

and GP 

ELA, math, S/T, SS and at least two 

additional content areas of the student’s 

choice 

2023-2024 6 Academics plus CTE  

and GP 

ELA, math, SS and at least 

three additional content 

areas of the student’s choice 

7 Academics  

and GP   

ELA, math, S/T, SS and at least three 

additional content areas of the student’s 

choice 

2024-2025 6 Academics plus CTE;  

and GP, same as 2023-

2024 

ELA, math, SS and at least 

three additional content 

areas of the student’s choice 

8 Academics  

and GP 

ELA, math, S/T, SS and at least four 

additional content areas of the student’s 

choice 

 

ELA English Language Arts 

Math Mathematics 

S/T Science and technology 

  SS Social studies 

GP Guiding Principles 
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§ 4722-A.Proficiency-based diploma standards and transcripts 

Beginning January 1, 2017, a diploma indicating graduation from a secondary school must 

be based on student demonstration of proficiency as described in this section. The commissioner 

may permit a school administrative unit to award diplomas under this section prior to January 1, 

2017 if the commissioner finds that the unit's plan for awarding diplomas meets the criteria for 

proficiency-based graduation under this section. 
  

1. Requirements for award of diploma.   In order to award to a student a diploma 

indicating graduation from secondary school, a school subject to the system of learning results 

established under section 6209 must: 

 

A.  (Repealed) 

 

A-1.  Certify that the student has met all requirements specified by the governing body of the 

school administrative unit attended by the student; 

 

B. Certify that the student has demonstrated proficiency in meeting state standards in all 

content areas of the system of learning results established under section 6209; 

 

B-1.  Phase in the following diploma requirements from the 2020-2021 school year to the 

2024-2025 school year: 

 

(1) For a student graduating in the graduating class of 2020-2021, certify that the student 

has demonstrated proficiency in meeting the state standards in the content areas of 

English language arts, mathematics, science and technology and social studies; 

 

(2) For a student graduating in the graduating class of 2021-2022, certify that the student 

has demonstrated proficiency in meeting the state standards in the content areas of 

English language arts, mathematics, science and technology, social studies and at least 

one additional content area of the student’s choice; 

 

(3) For a student graduating in the graduating class of 2022-2023, certify that the student 

has demonstrated proficiency in meeting the state standards in the content areas of 

English language arts, mathematics, science and technology, social studies and at least 

2 additional content areas of the student’s choice; 

 

(4) For a student graduating in the graduating class of 2023-2024, certify that the student 

has demonstrated proficiency in meeting the state standards in the content areas of 

English language arts, mathematics, science and technology, social studies and at least 

3 additional content areas of the student’s choice; and 

 

(5) For a student graduating in the graduating class of 2024-2025 and for each 

subsequent graduating class, certify that the student has demonstrated proficiency in 

meeting the state standards in all content areas. 

 

For the purposes of this paragraph, "content areas" refers to the content areas of the system 
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of learning results established under section 6209. 

 

C. Certify that the student has demonstrated proficiency in each of the guiding principles set 

forth in department rules governing implementation of the system of learning results 

established pursuant to section 6209; and 

 

D.  (Repealed) 

 

E.  Certify that the student has engaged in educational experiences relating to English 

language arts, mathematics and science and technology in each year of the student's secondary 

schooling. 

 

2. Method of gaining and demonstrating proficiency.   Students must be allowed 

to gain proficiency through multiple pathways, as described in section 4703, and must be allowed 

to demonstrate proficiency by presenting multiple types of evidence, including but not limited to 

teacher-designed or student-designed assessments, portfolios, performance, exhibitions, projects 

and community service. 

 

3. Exceptions.  Notwithstanding subsection 1, a student may be awarded a diploma 

indicating graduation from a secondary school in the following circumstances. 

 

A. A student who is a child with a disability, as defined in section 7001, subsection 1-B, may 

meet the requirements of subsection 1 and become eligible for a diploma by demonstrating 

proficiency in state standards established in the system of learning results through 

performance tasks and accommodations that maintain the integrity of the standards as 

specified in the student’s individualized education program by the student’s individualized 

education program team pursuant to the requirements of chapter 301. 

 

B. A student who has satisfactorily completed the freshman year in an accredited degree-

granting institution of higher education is eligible to receive a high school diploma from the 

secondary school the student last attended. 

 

B-1.  (Repealed) 

 

B-2.  For the graduating class of 2020-2021 and each subsequent graduating class, a student 

who has satisfactorily completed a state-approved career and technical education program of 

study and either met 3rd-party-verified national or state industry standards set forth in 

department rules established pursuant to section 8306-B or earned 6 credits in a dual 

enrollment career and technical education program formed pursuant to chapter 229 from a 

regionally accredited institution of higher education and who has successfully demonstrated 

proficiency in meeting state standards in the content areas and the guiding principles set forth 

in department rules governing implementation of the system of learning results established 

pursuant to section 6209, is eligible to receive a high school diploma from the secondary 

school the student last attended. A student may be awarded a high school diploma from the 

secondary school the student last attended in accordance with the phase-in of the following 

diploma requirements for the graduating class of 2020-2021 to the graduating class of 2023-
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2024: 

 

(1) For a student graduating in the graduating class of 2020-2021, the student has 

demonstrated proficiency in meeting the state standards in the content areas of English 

language arts, mathematics and social studies; 

 

(2) For a student graduating in the graduating class of 2021-2022, the student has 

demonstrated proficiency in meeting the state standards in the content areas of English 

language arts, mathematics, social studies and at least one additional content area of the 

student’s choosing; 

 

(3) For a student graduating in the graduating class of 2022-2023, the student has 

demonstrated proficiency in meeting the state standards in the content areas of English 

language arts, mathematics, social studies and at least 2 additional content areas of the 

student’s choosing; and 

 

(4) For a student graduating in the graduating class of 2023-2024 and in each subsequent 

graduating class, the student has demonstrated proficiency in meeting the state standards 

in the content areas of English language arts, mathematics, social studies and at least 3 

additional content areas of the student’s choosing. 

 

For the purposes of this paragraph, "content areas" refers to the content areas of the system 

of learning results established under section 6209. 

 


